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Christmas and New Year   

2018 

Team Rector :   Jane Skinner (please contact the Office) 

Churchwardens : 

Sheila Wade 01288 331391                                                    

raymond.wade@btconnect.com                                                                           

Helen Bence 01288 331427                                       

helen@beingorganic.com            

Church website: www.welcombe.net         

mailto:raymond.wade@btconnect.com
mailto:helen@beingorganic.com
http://www.welcombe.net/
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Services :all at 9.30am unless stated,  Readers, Prayers Flower & Coffee rota 

 

     

Date Service 
 

For readings, please see 
Hartbeat 

Readers  Prayers 

Dec    2nd  Morning Worship  L Yeomans 
E Howarth 

S Wade 

Dec    9th  Christingle Service    

Dec 16th  6.30pm Carol Service    

Dec 23rd  Family Communion Followed by Tea & 
Coffee 

M Bence  S Wade 

Dec 24th  10pm óMidnight Massô    

Dec 25th  CW Holy Communion  S Wade E Howarth 

Dec 30th  Joint Service at Stoke 11am    

Jan 6th Morning Worship  L Yeomans 
S Wade 

E Howarth 

Jan 13th  Family Communion  M Bence S Wade 
Jan 20th Welcombe Service    
Jan 27th CW Holy 

Communion 
 L Yeomans D Holdaway 

Feb 3rd Morning Worship  E Howarth 
L Yeomans 

D Holdaway 

Feb 10th  Family Communion  M Bence S Wade 
Feb 17th Welcombe Service    
Feb 24th  CW Holy 

Communion 
 S Wade E Howarth 

March 3rd  Morning Worship  E Howarth 
L Yeomans 

D Holdaway 

 

 

 

                Flower rota                           Coffee Rota after Welcombe Service 

All December Lynda + all helpers   

Jan 6th & 13th  Mary Willows  

   

Jan 20th & 27th Elizabeth Howarth  Jan 20th Christine Conway 

   

Feb 3rd & 10th Sheila Wade   

   

Feb 17th & 24th Lynda Yeomans  Feb 17th Elizabeth Howarth 

   

No Flowers in Lent   
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Dear Friends, 

Itôs been busy as usualé In the churches we have had our Harvest celebrations, and I 

always think of Dawn French in the Vicar of Dibley, doing the rounds of Harvest and 

Christmas dinners. I did only get to attend two Harvest meals this year for which my 

waistline was very thankful. We enjoyed a pasty and cider lunch at Welcombe in the 

church, after the team morning service, which was great. Despite the difficult farming 

conditions this year there was plenty of produce on display and plenty of other donations as 

well. Welcombe sent a large food delivery to Harbour and a donation to Water Aid. 

Remembering has been a key theme over the last couple of months. At the end of October 

we had our Mission Community óAll Soulsô service at St Nectanôs, Hartland. This was an 

opportunity for people to come and light candles and hear the names of loved ones read 

out. All those whose funerals had been taken by a member of the ministry team over the 

past two years were read plus any others that were requested. Some relatives had travelled 

quite a distance to attend. Itôs always a very moving service. 

Remembering continued to be a theme into November with special services held in all the 

churches in the Mission Community, marking the 100 years since the Armistice. Many of 

the churches had a óthere but not thereô soldier on display ï these are still present in some 

of the churches and provide a poignant reminder of all those who lost their lives. Some of 

you may have seen the fantastic photos taken by Martin Coupe of the Welcombe tribute. 

We look forward now to Advent and Christmas. Advent often gets a bit ólostô as everybody is 

frantically organising themselves for the Big Day; cooking, shopping, sorting out family 

visiting etc, but itôs worth joining in with the Christian tradition of preparing for Christmas ï 

taking a few moments each day to spend in quiet reflection; looking back and perhaps 

putting right some of the things weôre not so proud of - thinking about how we need to be at 

peace with ourselves and with God, ready to welcome him with clean hearts and minds at 

Christmas. Even if you donôt share Christian beliefs, taking a bit of time out to evaluate your 

life is never a bad thing! 

Please check the Church Diary and look out for information regarding all of our Christmas 

services.  

Wishing you all a Blessed, happy and peaceful Christmas.              Revõd Jane (H)  
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Church  & Village  Events 

Welcombe Church Coffee Morning Saturday 1st 1030-1230 

Saturday December 8th, Welcombe Salamagundi 7pm 

Sunday 9th  Christingle Service 9.30 am  

Sunday 16th  Carol Service 6.30pm followed by sherry & mince pies. 

Thursday 20th /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎΩ tŀǊǘȅΣ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 

Friday 21st Welcombe ChildrensΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ /ŀǊƻƭ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ  

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜΣ млǇƳ ΨaƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΩ 

Christmas Day 9.30 am, Family Communion 

Sunday 30th 11am Joint Service at Stoke 

 

      

The quarterly collection continues for Water Aid  

Please find collection boxes in the back of the church or please give to Sheila Wade, Helen 

Bence or Lynda Yeomans for these very good causes. 

 

Hartland Coast Mission Community       Ministry Team               

Team Rector       Rev Jane Skinner, The Rectory, Old Market Drive, Woolsery EX39 5QF. 

Team Vicar          Revd. Madeline Bray revmadelinebray@gmail.com                 01237 477488

  

Team Curate Revd. Jane Hayes 440161 

Rural Dean               Revd. Penny Dobbin 477264 

Reader              Andrew Macwilliam 441524 

Reader              Margaret Rickard 431553 

mailto:revmadelinebray@gmail.com
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Reader              Eunice Dunn 451121 

Reader            Hilary Savage 452483 

Reader in training Vera Tooke 441057 

tŀǊƛǎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜΤ {ǘΦ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ wƻƻƳǎΣ¢ƘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣIŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ 9·оф с.[ 

01237 441142 hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com 

Office hours: Weekday mornings 10am to midday. Answerphone at other times. 

Roman Catholic Priest Father Ralph Candy 472519  

 

 

News from  {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ ²Ŝƭcombe! 
 
Here we are nearly at Advent again, and ramping up to our busy time of the Church year, 
not to mention in our year too! 
 
.ŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ for our Harvest Festival. 
It meant that the Church was full again as we offered our gifts at the Altar, all the food stuff 
went to the Harbour Trust in Bideford and monetary donations went to WaterAid. This 
amounted to the great sum of over £180. 
 
UnfortuƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ 
commissioned brand new under-pew heaters and and an over door curtain heater, they are 
hugely effective and we are almost looking forward to the cold, winter mornings now!  
We are also enjoying the newly tarmacked drive which makes the Church so much more 
accessible and much better for brides! 
 
As we all know Armistice Day fell on the 11th day of the 11th month this year, so poignant 
 being 100 years since the Great War ended.  We are pleased to say that our numbers were 
swelled in Church with those who came  to remember all the people who gave their lives in 
the wars and  the more recent conflicts. Thanks to Vera for conducting the service, The bell 
ringers who prepared and played muffled bells, Greg for playing rousing hymns, the readers 
who read so beautifully, Diana for the prayers, Mick Gates who laid the wreath, Clive 
Pearson for playing the bugle for the Last Post, Richard for reading the names of the fallen 
of Welcombe, the ladies who did teas and coffees  
As we gathered around the memorial with no rain, Mick Gates, ex soldier who fought in 
Kosovo, laid our wreath on the memorial. The bugler marked the 2 minute silence. The 
Service was a national commemoration of WW1 and was extremely moving. 
 

mailto:hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com
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Forthcoming events 
 
 Saturday 1st December is our annual Christmas coffee morning, held in the Church from 
10.30-12.30 where there will be tea, coffees and mince pies, a raffle for a hamper of 
Christmas goodies, a cake stall, Christmas stall and there will be the ladies from  the 
Hartland and Welcombe Cancer Group selling Christmas cards. 
  
Jane Skinner (our new Team Rector) will be instituted by the Bishop of Exeter and installed 
by the Archdeacon of Barnstaple on November 26th нлму ŀǘ тǇƳ ƛƴ {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ {ǘƻƪŜΦ ²Ŝ 
look forward to welcoming her to our lovely little Church and wish her and her husband well 
in their new post and home. 
 
9th December is the Christingle Service at 9.30am. Our Christingle celebration is an 
opportunity to bring our whole community together, to share the Christian story and to 
experience the joy and wonder of this well-loved Christmas tradition. All donations go to 
¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 
Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story: 

¶ The orange represents the world 
¶ The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛŜŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘhe world, bringing hope to people living 

in darkness. 

On the 16th December there is NO 9.30am Service as we are having our Carols by 
Candlelight at 6.30pm. The Church will look spectacular with all the decorations up and the 
candelabras flickering brightly bringing a very special atmosphere to our church.  
This wonderful Service will finish with sherry and mince pies and plenty of festive cheer. 
Everybody is welcome. It is well worth a visit as it really makes you feel very Christmassy 
and appreciate how lucky we are to still have a thriving, beautiful Church in our small 
community. 
 
Getting closer....On the 23rd December we have family Communion at 9.30am followed by 
tea and coffee. 
 
And Closer still, we welcome in Christmas at 10pm on Monday 24th December  when we 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ άaƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ōȅ ŎŀƴŘƭŜƭƛƎƘǘΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
Service and if you can make it, it really makes you feel very warm and fuzzy! 
 
Then Finally on Christmas morning at 9.30am we have a family Holy Communion. All 
children ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΗ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ 
in the kitchen again very promptly ready to start the lunch! 
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Then as it all calms down a bit and all the vicars are taking a bit of a breather there is NO 
Service on Sunday December 30th ƛƴ {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳōŜ Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ Iƻƭȅ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ {ǘƻƪŜ ŀǘ ммŀƳΦ 
 
All that is left is to thank you for all your support over this year and wish you all a very 
merry, Christmas and a happy, healthy 2019. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ {ǘ bŜŎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳōŜ /ƘŀǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
events over the next few months.  
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                    Helen Bence 

 

 

Wanted : Hamper items for the Salamagundi Raffle Hampers, fancy foodstuffs, 

wines etc. Please give generously towards these star prizes. You may even win 

something back!! Items may be left at the Village Shop or at Home farm in Mead. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭȅŜǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŀƭŀƳŀƎǳƴŘƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎƛŀƴ 

Panto . No chickens , but look behind you !!! 

 
 
 
 
 
Carol Singing: 
 
hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳōŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀǊƻƭ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
village to raise money for the playground appeal. We would really welcome singers (the 
more the merrier to drown us out!) please email, facebook or morse code Lydia 
UnderwooŘ ŀǘ {ƻǳǘƘƻƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǊŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ŀ 
collection tin and your eardrums early evening before finishing at the pub.  
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Event Reports:  

 

Quiz Night Friday 9th Nov. A packed Village Hall eagerly sat down for an evening of 

ǎƪŜǿŜǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ²ŜƭŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ hǎƳŀƴ! Pointless some of us nearly were, but 

a dazzling array of IT skills kept us entertained, a scratch team from Linton and Koa team 

showed us how to do it and took home the chocolates. A plentiful supply of wine kept those 

ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ keep up consoled! £240 was raised towards the Hall & Playground, many 

thanks to Richard for all his hard work and some serious heads-scratching needed before 

the next one. 

 

Village Hall News: 

The ladies Toilet refurbishment is almost completed and looks much smarter. Thanks very 

much to Anthony Mellor for his work and Stephen Barrett for his paint job. The colour 

scheme has been chosen by the ladies that do, but can only be viewed by the fairer sex, but 

I think it looks nice. 

Playground update 

 

Planning and fund raising for the car park extension and replacement of the playground 

equipment continues to progress.  It is intended that the hard surface for the car park will be 

extended to allow parking for up to 40 vehicles. 

We are looking to purchase play equipment for children aged between 2 and 14 and have 

identified and obtained quotes for the following 

      Three swings, basket, cradle and seat 

      Play Tower 

      Mound Slide 

      Zip Wire 

      Balance Trail 

      Roundabout/Sea Saw 

 Whether we can afford all these or whether we can install them all at once obviously 

depends on what funds we can raise. The lovely tiled hand print board installed in 2008 will 

be retained and another one made for current children. Fencing work and wider access for 

wheelchairs etc. will need to be addressed.  The cost of all the activity in one hit will be over 

£40,000, in a rolling installation costs will go higher but may be inevitable.. 
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Money raised or available so far is just over £13000. The recent successful quiz night raised 

£240 and we shortly have the Christmas Craft Fair which will raise further funds. You will 

appreciate that despite the hard work of a few people and how brilliant these events are, it 

will take years to raise the money required by this route. 

Therefore the Village Hall Committee, supported by a Parish Council nominee is now 

looking for grant aid and donations.  A leaflet and letter will be circulated shortly asking for 

your support  and identifying the 'My Donate' route which is already available on the Village 

Hall Website. 

 

 Thank you to those who have voted for us on The Aviva Community Fund, whether we 

advance to the next stage is not yet known but I am aware we have had 1740 votes from as 

far away as Hexham and Kent!  Not bad for such a tiny community. 

 

We are just starting to approach both local and national charities and business's for assistance 

but please,  it is up to us as residents or holiday home owners to drive this forward so your 

generosity with donations , fund raising ideas or help would be appreciated by the children of 

the community now and in the future. 

 

How about sponsoring the sourcing and installation of a swing etc. the children would be 

tremendously grateful!   If you can help and/or you don't have email access please free to 

contact me 01237 441911 or  speak to Rebecca Evans, Layla Mellor, Peter Rosser, Jill 

Edwards or Richard Bence who make up the Playing Fields Subcommittee or of course any 

of the Village Hall Committee. 

 

                                                                                                      Alan Emery 
 

 Film Club 

 
Three excellent films this Autumn. The September showing was the Johnny Cash biopic 
Ψ²ŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜΩ Σ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƛǊƪȅ ¦Y ŦƛƭƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²н ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
Ψ¢ƘŜƛǊ CƛƴŜǎǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ tƻǎǘΩ Σ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
US government deception over the Vietnam war. Attendances have been very good , but 
there is still room for a few more. There is no show this year in December as the calendar is 
ǎƻ ŦǳƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ CƛƭƳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǳŜǊƴǎŜȅ 9Ŝƭ 
& Potaǘƻ ǇƛŜ Ψ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ƛƴ /ƭƻǾŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƳƭŜȅ .ƻȅǎΣ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƛƭƳ 
about a not very good football team. If you wish to get on the mailing list, contact me on 

rickwillows@gmail.com, and films are also listed on the Welcombe News email. Film 

suggestions are always very welcome. 

                                                                                                              Richard Willows 
 

   

 

 

 

 

mailto:rickwillows@gmail.com
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Meddon & Welcombe WI 

       What a difference a month can make.   In October we were delighted to welcome 
Captain Richard Blackwell, Naval Attache in Athens who gave us an interesting insight into  
his duties for the Crown. We were pleased to welcome several visitors to this meeting. 
 November and we were doing "craft", thanks to members Angela and Mary. Lots of 
preparation had gone on before the session, we were handed all we needed, and were 
delighted and possibly surprised to take home a beautiful folded patchwork cone. An 
impressive Christmas decoration.  
December will see us enjoying our Annual lunch and presentation of trophies. 
 
When we meet in the New Year, on January 8th at 2pm we are looking forward to hearing 
about Norland Nannies with Helen Bence. Visitors are very welcome.                                                                                                          

Lesley Wall 

 

 

Welcombe Lunch Club 

Lunch Club dates are on the back page. 

 Further details etc   Contact Sheila (321391 ) or Helen (3314270), please book in advance 

to ensure a place. 

 

 

Games & Skittles Evenings:     The Games & Skittles Evenings will be held in Welcombe 

Village Hall from 7.00 to 9.00 pm. and are open to any youngsters aged between 9 and 15 

years.   The games include table tennis, pool, skittles, table football and card games.  The 

forthcoming dates are: Sat Jan 5th , February tbc 

There is a small charge of £2 to cover the hire of the hall and refreshments.    

The youngsters are welcome to bring a friend and any card games. 

                                                                               Diana Holdaway  (01288 331252)       

Raymondôs rainfall: 
 

September 101mm    12 dry days 
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 October      60mm     with  20 dry days 

 

 

Old Smithy Inn:      

Life at the Smithy continues to be busy as Winter approaches. On the menu are 
many winter warmers with a focus on meaty dishes such as slow-roasted pork belly 
(with fondant potato, black pudding, candy walnuts and an apple compote) and 
locally-sourced game such as pigeon (with roasted beetroot, figs and crispy greens) 
and Venison Steak (with roasted butternut squash on a puy lentil cassoulet). 
Vegetarians/ vegans can look forward to our new Cumin Butternut Squash and Lentil 
Wellington. 
 
Our Christmas Menu is now available from the bar, has been put out on our social 
media and is just about to go up on the Old Smithy website 
(theoldsmithyinn.co.uk) the menu offers x2 or x3 course options available from 
December 1st to Christmas Eve by pre-order only (bookings now being accepted on 
01288 331305).  
 
Music - we have been working hard on getting a mixed musical calendar together to 
punctuate the Winter months with events to look forward to. Our first offsite gig was a 
smashing occasion with the Skatatones rocking the main hall at the Koa Tree 
glamping site. The Smithy provided the music and the bar and Koa did a great job of 
creating a lovely welcoming environment and yummy pizzas. 
 
This was the first of the Old Smithy Presents gigs - this project is designed to 
promote original artists from Cornwall, Devon and further afield and to draw new 
talent into the area to entertain our lovely locals. On Thursday 15th we sold out our 
first upstairs ñLive in the Loftò gig with Ezmay Grace enchanting a packed house with 
her beautiful compositions and spell-binding voice. Next up we have just confirmed 
that soulful, bluesy singer Joanna Cooke will play the Loft on December 13th - 
tickets will be for sale on our website (Events page) later this week. 
 
Down in the bar we are putting on the traditional list of free parties for the community 
- our Halloween party night was a great success - so gratifying to see so many 
people making a tremendous effort to dress up and get on down to Smokeyôs King 
Shufflers who provided entertainment in the form of their own brand of driving 
Chicago blues.  Next up are the Wreckers Ball (with tunes by the mighty Vince Lee) 
and our own local music legends LAZYé playing the solstice on December 21st.  
 
We have had the thatch all round the Smithy redressed by James Marshall (whose 
family once owned the Smithy) - nice to see the old place clean of moss and lichen 
and looking like its had a short back and sides. 
 
 
 

http://theoldsmithyinn.co.uk/
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Weekly notes:   
 
Mondays - Fish Chips and a Pint  
Tuesdays - Happy Hour 5:30 - 6:30 and Chilli Night   
Weds - Curry Night   
Thurs - Pizza Night (with fortnightly Quiz night)  
Friday - Happy Hour 5:30 - 6:30 and Pie and a Pint for £10  
Sunday - Sunday Roasts  
 
Opening  Hrs - we have now moved to Winter opening hrs:  
 
Monday 5pm - 11pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 12 noon -11pm 
Friday and Saturday 12 noon - 12pm 
Sunday 12 noon - 5pm 
 
Kitchen hrs: Lunch 12 - 2:30pm  
                    Dinner 5:30 - 8:30pm  
 
 

Guest Landlord - we are planning a bit of Winter fun and games with a number of 
locals asked to take up the mantle of Guest Landlord for an evening - the idea will be 
that from 6-12 midnight on a given Saturday night the landlord will be in charge of 
running a smooth and fun evening with their own surprise mix of people, music, 
banter and craic in general. Invites are about to go out.  
 
Lastly listen out on BBC Devon for regular Smithy slots on Michael Chequerôs show. 
We have done two slots so far and are happy to represent any events you might 
have upcoming if you let us know. 
 
Many thanks as always to all our locals and those from farther afield for your 
tremendous support of the Old Smithy.  
 
Best wishes, 
                                                      Murrough, Grainne, Jack and Mike (the pub dog!) 
 

                                                              

                                             
The 5ƻƎΩǎ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊǎ  
 

             Mistress Hapless informed me that, once again, I could take over writing her blog. I expected 

this as the last one was so well received, with accolades from all over the Southwest and beyond. 

Apparently she is busy with a new venture and there is talk of a Big Birthday to be celebrated.  Why 
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humans choose to celebrate being one year older is beyond me, but we have to humour them. I was 

hurt and disappointed to discover that I was not to be left in charge, but was somewhat mollified 

when I was told that me, stupid brother spaniel and saintly sister spaniel were having a sleepover 

with the Senior Mistress and Master. No problem there then!  Before I had time to think about 

packing for a two night stopover, Mr Longsuffering appeared in a very large box on wheels, into 

which he loaded the Mistress and the Wailers, and off they went. 

 

The first night went well, we have our own room and we slept well. The pheasants squawking and 

calling to each other woke us up nice and early, so I barked very loudly to be let out. My regular 

followers will be aware that I recently started a Neighbour Sparrow Watch, this has now expanded to 

Pheasant Watch. A grumpy Senior helped me through the door with an accurately placed foot and off 

I shot. The stupid pheasants are much bigger than sparrows and much slower to take off, so they are 

very satisfying to chase. Saintly sister went off like a rocket and managed to get a tail feather, not 

bad for an elderly bitch!  The Seniors took us for a walk after breakfast, they are much slower than 

the Mistress which gives me more time to do a thorough check on the local terrain. I flushed out a 

snipe and then a hare, which saintly sister chased after but soon gave up. I don't do hares, they cheat 

because they won't run in a straight line. 

 

Two days later the box on wheels rolled up again. Mr Longsuffering unloaded the Wailers, drove off 

with the Mistress and we moved back home. Not knowing where the Mistress keeps everything in 

the kitchen cupboards led to the Senior Mistress being a bit useless and having to ask the Eldest a lot 

of daft questions. If only she had asked me, as I know exactly where everything is and how to open 

the doors.  The Eldest was very patient with them, albeit with much eye rolling. I tried rolling mine 

in sympathy but it made me feel giddy so I gave up and barked loudly instead. The Youngest is 

shaping up to be a promising young puppy. He runs very fast, makes a  lot of noise and is very good 

at throwing things up in the air and catching them. I like having him in my pack. 

 

The Mistress and Mr Longsuffering finally returned and I expressed my delight at their arrival by 

throwing myself at the Mistresses' clean, pale trousers which, sadly, was not fully appreciated. The 

comments made cannot, as the Editor informed me, be printed in a Parish Magazine!  The wretched 

box on wheels disappeared and the Seniors went home. They looked older than last week, but she 

was walking with a stick and he was limping rather badly so I could tell that they had enjoyed 

themselves.  I trust that this birthday malarkey is done with and things can get back to normal. 

Normal, did I hear someone mention Christmas?     

                                                                                     Poppy the Hapless Pup. 

 

Christmas Books /Coffee Table suggestions: 

 

The gallery at Bideford has a new book of James Ravillious pictures showing mid Devon in 
ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΦ /ŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ wŜŎŜƴǘ tŀǎǘΩ ƛǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ 
lost. Beautiful photographs in black & white , including the lovely Ravillious Oak in the 
aŀǊǎƭŀƴŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƴŜŀǊ ²Ŝǎǘ aƛƭƭΦ hǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ΨIŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
¢ƛƳŜΩΣ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǎƻŦǘ-back reprint with lovely B&W pictures dating back from near 
times to the turn of the century. AnotheǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ΨIƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƻŜǎ ƻŦ 
²ŜǎǘǿŀǊŘ IƻΩΦ  ! ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ муфт ǿƘƻ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ 5ŜǾƻƴ  
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ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ YƛƴƎǎƭŜȅΩǎ ²ŜǎǘǿŀǊŘ IƻΦ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
include Hartland, Marsland Beach, West Mill and Coombe. Both books available at the 
White Hart gallery in Hartland 
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Meddon Village Hall: 

MEDDON VILLAGE HALL is available for hire for your party, meeting etc £8/hr,  

  table tennis (table in good condition) and Meddon-rules badminton £5/hr 

 

 

Enquiries: 07414 552 817   meddonvillagehall@gmail.com    www.meddonvillagehall.btck.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Meddon Art Group : Meeting all day at the Hall in Meddon on 3rd Tuesday of the month, Meddon 
Art Group welcomes all, irrespective of skill level or genre. 
 
All enquiries to Diane Barbaz on: 01237 431 570  or email:  dianebarbaz@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

Meddon Wine and Wisdom is a great way to meet people and have a bit of fun!  Come on your 
own, or bring your friends, 7.30pm on the last Friday of the Month.  

mailto:MEDDONVILLAGEHALL@GMAIL.COM

